Bay of Fundy Ecosystem Partnership
Communications Report to 2025-2026 AGM – January 29, 2026 – Jon Percy, SEAPEN and BoFEP.
During the past year I have mainly been occupied with the following communications items:
1. Fundy Tidings Newsletter – Since the 2024 AGM the following Fundy Tidings newsletters have been circulated nearly quarterly: September 2025, April 2025, February 2025, November 2024
The deadline for the next issue is March 15th, 2026. Please send me any BoFEP or Fundy related items that you would like included to seapencom@gmail.com.  The current issue and all back issues (since 2003) are available in the newsletter archive on the website. We are  also still also archiving (back to 2009) In With the Tide IWTT, the quarterly newsletters of the Bay of Fundy Discovery Centre (with their permission) on our website because it contains much that may be of interest to BoFEP members. Note that IWTT is no longer being published. I am prepared to continue publishing the FT newsletter for as long as I am able and if it  is still considered worth while.

1. BoFEP Website – The BoFEP website www.bofep.org/wpbofep/) is available online.  The website program (WordPress) has been upgraded and updated with a great deal of skilled assistance from Michele Trembly and a colleague of hers. We are undertaking a major redesign of the website, as the current version is getting clunky and inefficient.    The home page still features a calendar highlighting BoFEP related events. BoFEP also has a Facebook page which Michele also updates frequently. She also maintains the BoFEP Twitter account. The website and FB page are linked so that messages posted on the Facebook page by the administrators also appear automatically on the home page of the website. Material for inclusion on the website or suggestions for improvement should be sent to seapencom@gmail.com .  I am finding it increasingly difficult to maintain the website in a coherent manner. We need to make arrangements for someone else take over the routine management of the website, possibly on a contract basis. It requires someone knowledgeable about WordPress and technically savvy enough to keep up with the rapidly evolving technologies involved. Any volunteers?????
         
 3.0 Mailchimp mail list maintenance  - Another important task has been creating and maintaining the BoFEP newsletter mail list. This was created with the free version of the MailChimp program. For a considerable while it has contained roughly 350 to 400 contacts. In the past year this list was combined with a more general list set up and maintained by the BoFEP coordinator, consisting of a wide range of other contacts such as potential workshop sponsors, heads of local university biology departments etc. The combined list now stands at around 750 contacts. It appears that this has pushed the size of the database above the limits for a free account. Our BoFEP contract person has been looking into this. It seems clear that the task of maintaining and using the new mail list should be carried out by an individual dedicated to this task. I don’t feel that I can reliably perform this function anymore 
4.0 Fundy Issues Fact Sheets – Thirty-one Fundy Issues were published.  New ones have not been created for over a decade. If there is interest in continuing these it will be necessary to recruit a new individual to either write new issues or to coordinate other appropriate individuals to create new ones related to their specialty.
