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EIUI (Environmental Information: Use and Influence) Report to BoFEP Annual Meeting, October 21st, 2022.

The Environmental Information: Use and Influence (EIUI) interdisciplinary research program, based in the Faculty of Management at Dalhousie University, continues an active research agenda on subjects about the pathways and roles of information in marine science-policy interfaces. This program started many years ago as the BoFEP Informatics Working Group and evolved into EIUI.  
Lately, constraints due to the pandemic continue to affect the pace of activities, however. This research is currently supported by an Insight Grant from the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada (SSHRC), the third grant that the program has received since 2007. 
Current Projects
Within the current SSHRC grant, the team is preparing publications that highlight the results of recent case studies and also synthesize the findings of the case studies over several years. All of these initiatives highlight the importance of understanding how credible, relevant, and legitimate information finds its way (or not) into decision processes for marine environmental sustainability.
The EIUI team contributed to the development of a large multi-institutional research grant application submitted to the Canada First Research Excellence Fund in August 2022. If this grant is approved (the decision will be announced in March 2023), the line of research that the EIUI team has conducted over several years will be extended and expanded. 
As well, supported by our EIUI member in the USA, we are continuing a project in collaboration with the California Ocean Science Trust. This project is investigating the information seeking activities of staff of the California Legislature, who report to Assembly Members and Senators, and deal with coastal and marine subjects. 
Conferences 
The research team participated in the ACCESS-BoFEP conference in May 2022 with oral presentations and posters that focused on Atlantic Canada subjects (see appendix). Members also chaired sessions and co-chaired the Conference itself.
Publications, Twitter, and Website
The research team’s recent publication activities and presentations are listed in the Appendix. EIUI maintains an active Twitter account (twitter.com/EIUI_Dal). Further details about the research team’s work are available at the EIUI website (www.eiui.ca). Notably, numerous blog entries about our activities and those of our students are posted on the website.
Graduate Course
Another iteration of the graduate course, Information in Public Policy and Decision Making, was offered during the Winter 2022 term to Masters students from five different programs at Dalhousie University. The participation of several prominent guest speakers in Canada and the UK continues to be a strength of this important and well-received course about evidence-informed decision-making. Several blog entries prepared by the students are posted on the EIUI website.
Bertrum MacDonald
For the EIUI Research Team 
14 October 2022
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