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History of the Program



History of the Program

• 1983 NS Environmental Control Council advise

• 1992 Municipality agreed to study lake capacity

• 1995 study recommends lake capacity model

• 1997 Lake Capacity Model was run, new land 

use policies were adopted



Bay of Fundy



What we Sample?

• Water Clarity (secchi disk)

• Phosphorus (nutrient)

• Chlorophyll a (algae)

• Weather

• Temperature

• pH, alkalinity, Conductivity, Nitrogen

• Color
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How we Sample?

• Dedicated Volunteers

• Onsite observations

• Lab analysis



Why we Sample?
• Establish Baselines

• Observe Trends

• Identify Problems

• Involves the community

• Guide Land Use Planning



Public Education





Challenges

Enforcement of land use controls



Challenges

 Inconsistent laboratory testing

Using a predictive 

model to establish 

land use controls

• Dystrophic – dark 

(Tea) coloured lakes

• draw-downs

Requests for more 

lakes to be added

Keeping the model up 

to date



Lessons Learned

 Ability to respond to public questions and 

perceived water quality issues

 Importance of 

education and the clear 

communication of 

results



Take Home Messages

It is possible and useful for a Municipality to 

run a lake monitoring program 

The Monitoring Program, however, requires 

continual review to ensure it remains 

relevant in a Municipal land use planning 

context


