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What Are Tools?

Tools are resources that can help  planners minimize the 
impacts of land-based activities on the marine 
environment

Some tools help with decision making; others with 
tracking  trends.   Others represent best practices.  



Types of Tools
 Monitoring

 Mapping

 Community  participation

 Best Management Practices

 Regulation

 Restoration

 Education

 Information and resources



(1) Monitoring Tools

Track changes in water quality 
and quantity

 Issue:  from data collection to 
policy making

Eg. Community Based 
Environmental Monitoring 
Network (SMU) or NB 
watershed classification



(2) Mapping Tools

View and forecast spatial information

Issue:  Capacity and data gaps

Eg. COIN Atlantic
provide open access to 
data, information and 
applications relevant 
to Atlantic Canada

http://coinatlantic.ca/searchutility.html


(3) Community Participation
 Creates local  awareness

and support

Issue:  capacity and time

Eg:  Community  meetings 
or community visioning 



(4) Best Management Practices
 Guidelines and 

incentives

 Issue:  knowledge and 
compliance 

Eg:  Property owners 
collecive pump outs



(5)  Regulations 
Regulations clarify what is

allowed and not allowed and 
enable penalties for non-
compliance. 

Issue:  Political will and 
compliance

Federal Waste water 
Treatment Guidelines

 Provincial on site and 
waste water regulations

 Municipal Waste water 
districts





(6) Restoration Tools

After

 Bring back the natural 
ecological services and 
productivity of a damaged 
ecosystem. 

 Issue:  Mandate and 
money  

 Eg.  ACAP St. Croix  Clam 
bed



(7) Education Tools
Education tools increase 
awareness and stewardship. 

Issue: Links to implementation



(8) Information and Resources

 East Coast Environmental Law Information Library

- Legislation, case law and publications

 New Brunswick Department of Environment

- Watershed fact sheets




