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Outline
·Watersheds and Water

·Function of the Coast

·Water Issues

·State of Water Quality

·Municipal and Rural Context



Watersheds

ȬÅÎÔÉÒÅ land area that drains 
into a single system ȭ

·Connected system

·Changes in land use can alter 
runoff patterns, increase sediment 
and contaminant transport and 
groundwater recharge

Healthy watersheds =

healthy people, community, 
economy, environment









Water 101



Groundwater



Surface water
·Nutrient  and gas exchange

·Drain rainwater 

·Drinking water



Riparian zone

ÅBank stabilization

ÅFilter and purify

ÅTemperature regulation

ÅHabitat and food

CARP



Estuaries and salt 
marshes

ÅPurify and filter

ÅProtect adjacent land from      
f looding

ÅImportant habitat



Intertidal Mudflats
ÅShorebird migration



Eelgrass and kelp beds

ÅFilter and trap sediment

ÅSlow wave action

ÅImportant habitat

Intact coastline is first line 
of defence against impacts 
of climate change
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The Bay of Fundy
·Unique and diverse ecosystem

·High productivity and biodiversity

·Coastal communities

·Traditional livelihoods

·Tourism
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·New Natural Wonder of the World?


