BoFEP Fundy Science Workshop 2014

Special Session Proposal

The 10th BoFEP Fundy Science Workshop 2014 will be held concurrently with the Coastal Zone Canada 2014 Conference from June 15-19, 2014 in Halifax, Nova Scotia. You can contribute to this exciting event!
The Program Committee is seeking proposals for ‘Special Sessions’ to be a part of the conference. We challenge you to show your creativity by proposing inspiring and invigorating events that get participants thinking and contributing. Besides the more common panel discussions or paper presentations, how about some more stimulating and interactive events like hosting a debate, learning or networking events, training sessions, a field trip or a tour, or even putting on a theatrical or other cultural event. There will be space for the traditional paper and panel sessions, but interaction and creativity are encouraged.
The CZC conference theme is OUR COASTS: LEGACIES AND FUTURES. The theme recognizes our past – our legacies that have shaped the here and now – and the opportunities to influence and create our chosen future. We are all accountable to step up, take action, and get involved. Below are the sub-themes under which we are seeking proposals:
1. Coastal communities: Social and Human Dimensions of the Coast

2. Blue Economy: Working Waterfronts, Coastal Infrastructure and Resource Management

3. Marine and Coastal Ecosystems: Understanding the Complexity of Biological and Physical Coastal Environments
4. Environmental Impacts: Climate Change, Human-Induced Challenges and Community Responses 

5. Governance, Policy and Law-Making

6. A Focus on the Arctic: Ecological, Social, Economic and Political Change

7. Knowledge and Information: Data Use and Accessibility, Information Management

8. Security and Risk Management: Managing Uncertainty

9. Social Media and Outreach: Reaching and Educating the Public Domain

Consult the conference prospectus online, at http://www.czca-azcc.org, to view more detail about the sub-themes above. Each conference contributor and participant will be asked to consider the following questions:

1. What does the ideal future look like to you? Where are the opportunities? What future will you choose? 

2. What role can you play and how can you influence the present and the future? How do we empower, inspire, engage, and revitalize?

3. How do we deal with the unexpected? What are the risks? How do we prepare? What lessons can we learn from the past?

The Fundy Science Workshop theme is SUSTAINING THE BAY OF FUNDY: LINKING SCIENCE, COMMUNICATION, POLICY AND COMMUNITY ACTION. The Bay of Fundy has been studied for over a century by marine biologists, oceanographers, fisheries biologists and environmental scientists, producing a wealth of information about its ecosystem, key species, and current condition or health. This information base, ever growing as a result of new research and synthesis by different sectors, is vital to ensuring the long-term sustainability of the Bay’s ecosystems, living resources, and coastal sea-based economies. The 10th BoFEP workshop focuses on important applications of marine information produced by government, universities, the private sector, and community-driven citizen science. 

The Bay’s protection and conservation should continue to be supported by evidence-based strategies, policies and legislation. Crucial to this goal is acknowledgement of the information networks and supporting tools that link the various actors crucial to the task. Actors include the scientists, the writers and the media; program managers, and policy and decision makers; and the coastal communities that depend upon all aspects of a healthy ecosystem. In this information and social media age, the workshop will help to identify the many linkages and networks that exist around the Bay and its watersheds, their current role, and likely future roles in a society increasingly networked, informed, and engaged. The workshop will emphasize the essential inter- and multi-discipline dimensions of society’s ongoing efforts to manage and conserve its coastal areas. It will point to new and fruitful areas of such engagement. Discussions will uncover new linkages, research approaches, and collaborative ventures for sustaining the Bay of Fundy’s ecosystems, economies and communities. In exploring these issues key topics will include:
· Advances in understanding macro-tidal estuaries

· Coastal communities - needs and action

· Conservation of estuarine fishes

· Coordinating monitoring programs – from the watershed to the coast

· Cross-border issues and cooperation watershed issues

· Estuarine issues – education and public awareness

· Estuarine restoration

· Freshwater-saltwater ecotoxicology

· Fundy watersheds – research case studies

· Information and knowledge – use and influence

· Science-policy linkages

· Species at risk in Fundy watersheds and estuaries

· Strengthening estuarine protection for Fundy watersheds

· Tidal power development in macro-tidal estuaries – Fundy and beyond
The Program Committee challenges you to think about the conference and workshop themes, and the questions posed above as you create your preliminary proposal and fill out the information required, below. Proposals are due by August 9, 2013 via email to czcadmin@dal.ca. The primary contact listed in your proposal will be informed of the Program Committee’s decision by September 9, 2013. If successful, you will be asked to develop a full and detailed proposal for December 2013. 
The call for abstracts for paper and poster presentations in regular sessions will be made in September, 2013.

We look forward to hearing from you!
URL: http://www.czca-azcc.org
FACEBOOK: https://www.facebook.com/events/341341039256773 

TWITTER: https://twitter.com/CZC2014
Linkedin: http://www.linkedin.com/groups/Coastal-Zone-Canada-Association-CZCA-4758133
Lanyrd: http://lanyrd.com/2014/czc2014/
Primary Contact and Affiliation:

Secondary Contact and Affiliation (if applicable):

Title of Session:

Length of Session (1.5 hours, half day, full day, or evening event):

Specific time or date requested?

What kind of session are you proposing? Briefly describe the structure (debate, panel, paper presentations, cultural or social event, etc.):

Do you have a maximum number of participants or special room requirements? (e.g., are you proposing a workshop with maximum participation, does the room need to be configured a certain way, etc.)
Briefly describe the content of this session in the context of the theme, OUR COASTS: LEGACIES AND FUTURES, and the questions posed above (150-200 words):

What will be the specific outcomes of this session?

Is this session being organized on behalf of an association or organization? If yes, please indicate which one (to check a box, double click and select “checked”):

 Bay of Fundy Ecosystem Partnership (BoFEP)

 Land-Ocean Interactions in the Coastal Zone (LOICZ)

 Gulf of Maine Council (GOMC)

 Canadian Coastal Science and Engineering Association (CC SEA)

 International Oceans Institute (IOI)
 Other: 
